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IGNITING A

PASSION FOR

JESUS
I N T H E N E X T G E N E R AT I O N !

There’s only one thing better than
seeing young people come to Christ. It’s
seeing them grow and lead others to
Jesus, too!
We asked Tanya Jones, the Director of
our East Devonport Holiday Happening
(EDHH), how she was seeing a new
generation of young leaders being
developed through these holiday clubs:
Tanya, how are you seeing young
lives being impacted through East
Devonport Holiday Happening?
TANYA One thing that’s really
jumped out at me at EDHH is seeing
the young people really excited to
learn about Jesus!
They’re remembering things from
previous years and always asking
questions relating to Jesus and His life.
Even after the holiday club has finished,
those young people will see you out
and about, and want to chat some more
about what they’ve learned.

How are former holiday-club kids
being developed as leaders?
TANYA It’s exciting that a lot of our
trainee leaders are former kids from
holiday clubs who have wanted to stay
involved. We have about a dozen trainee
leaders who are very keen to help in
a lot of different areas and are always
looking to the adult leaders for guidance
and knowledge.
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What impact are these young trainee
leaders having on other young people?
TANYA These trainee leaders are great
examples to the children of how much
fun it can be to help others and share
your love for Jesus! The young people
feel very comfortable talking to these
young leaders, who are making great
connections with them.

Here’s how to have fun
while helping local
chaplains!

You are also a chaplain. Can you tell us
why you decided to take this on?
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TANYA I want to encourage young
people to strive and reach their full
potential in life, and to...
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From page 1...

Igniting a passion for
Jesus in the next generation
... encourage them to not give up at the first
obstacle but to have a go and see their God-given
dreams become a reality.

R E P O RT

I love coming alongside young people to support
them in their everyday problems and work
together to show them how they can get through
anything.

CHAPLAINCY
WEEK 2015

As a chaplain, I’ve worked with an angry young
person to gain their trust and find positive ways to
cope. I’ve also learned how to build relationships
with young people who have autism. And I’ve
learned to spot the young person who seems to be
on the outer and equip them with social skills so
they can be part of a group.

You’re strengthening
pastoral work in schools!

What’s your big-picture vision for the East
Devonport Holiday Happening?
TANYA My prayer is that these young people will
be so impacted by the message of Jesus that it
will have a flow-on effect so that every family will
come to know Him. And that these young people
will be able to go and share what they have heard
and encourage other young people their age to
come along.
How can supporters be praying for you and the
trainee leaders?
TANYA We’re preparing already for the East
Devonport Holiday Happening next summer, so
please pray that the whole team will focus fully
on God and His direction as we plan and run this
program. We appreciate your prayers!
Thank you for helping
to raise up this new
generation of young
leaders through your
gifts and prayers.
Because of you, so
many more kids and
their families are
coming to know Jesus
personally and finding
hope for their future!

Your support helps young people
encounter Jesus at camps and
develop spiritually healthy lives!

Thanks to your support, SU chaplains are working in
85 schools across the state where they are making a
positive difference in each of those communities. Our SU
chaplains are providing pastoral support for students,
staff and families, running breakfast clubs and other
programs as well as providing significant support to ‘at
risk’ students.
With your help, we were able to celebrate and support our
chaplains and local schools through special events during
Chaplaincy Week 2015 in May. Some of these included
breakfast barbecues and morning teas; a great use of our
theme 'Churches Supporting Schools'.
Our aim was to show local schools that churches can
actively help them in our common goal of helping
students reach their full potential by contributing to the
intellectual, spiritual, physical, moral and emotional
development of each individual child. Together we can
encourage students to find meaning and purpose in their
lives, ultimately enhancing the whole community.

Please pray that
the whole team will
focus fully on God and
His direction as we plan
and run this program.
We appreciate your
prayers!

One of the great events run during Chaplaincy Week 2015
was the ‘Our Youth Got Talent’ night organised by the
Sorell and Dodges Ferry Chaplaincy Committees. Over 250
people came along to watch 17 local acts perform their
hearts out, all in the name of chaplaincy!
The great news is that the legacy of Chaplaincy Week
2015 will be demonstrated through the many events
planned in the coming weeks and months. Let’s
hope the theme of ‘Churches Serving Schools’
continues to impact communities long after
Chaplaincy Week has finished.

Fun, faith
AND friends
for all at our winter camps!

s

Community Fun Run

Here’s how to have fun while helping local chaplains!
The crack of the mayor’s starting pistol pierced the air,
and off they went: over 100 people participating in the
inaugural Anzac Day 2015 Chaplaincy Fun Run in the
coastal town of St Helens. Their goal – have fun while
raising funds for the chaplaincy program at their local St
Helens District High School.
Runners sprinted, people raced in wheelchairs, kids
pedalled bikes, parents pushed prams, and dogs on leads
pulled their owners along the specially marked 5 km and
10 km courses.
This exciting event was organised by the St Helens
chaplaincy committee and combined churches – and
their enthusiasm was contagious. There were big smiles

Supporters like you have
helped sponsor our chaplains
who are working with local
high-schoolers. We're grateful
for every effort to raise funds
for the work of SU Tas.

ELEMENT CAMP
Element Camp is a perfect example of why camping
is still at the core of what SU Tasmania does – helping
young people encounter Jesus and develop spiritually
healthy, hope-filled lives.
Element Camp is designed for high school guys and
girls in years 7–10 to have outrageous fun and make
lasting friendships in a beautiful bush setting. Here, the
warmth doesn’t just come from being huddled around
the fireplace, but from the deep connections shared by
all those who attend. Meaningful discussions are sought
out. Games and activities bring loads of laughs. And God
is present.

everywhere! Police secured the roads and cheered the
racers on. Ambulance officers waved, and the drinkingstation volunteers chatted with some of the not-soambitious amblers who took time to enjoy the scenery.
Not only did this Fun Run raise over $1,700 for the
chaplaincy program at St Helens District High School,
it also drew the community closer with a sense of
belonging.
The organisers were supported by the City Council,
local media, several clubs, and many businesses and
individuals who wanted to help sponsor our chaplaincy
work with local high-schoolers. Imagine what you could
do to raise funds for SU Tas’s work in your community!
This first St Helens Fun Run was so good, they’re doing
it again – on Monday, 25th April 2016. If you’d like to
get involved with special fundraising events for SU Tas,
please email us on: enquiries@sutas.org.au.

You can register for Element
Camp or SUPA South, by
going to sutas.org.au
or by phoning us on
(03) 6244 8422.

SUPA SOUTH
Each year SUPA South is a huge success with a team of
enthusiastic leaders coming together to run an exciting
four-day camp for kids in grades 4–6. This year’s theme
is ‘Fly Sky High’ and promises to be loads of fun for all
involved. The team will use movies and stories to help
the kids discover that Jesus knows what it’s like when
life is fun as well as when it’s tough, and that He can
help us through those times. Join us for plenty of games,
fun activities and friends to meet.

Director’s
Desk

PRAYER POINTS
GIVE THANKS for the new young leaders at East
Devonport Holiday Happenings: former holidayclub kids who’ve grown in Christ, now leading
others to Jesus!

Dear Friend,

PRAY for people to be inspired by the St Helens
Fun Run so we can help more young people find
hope for their future in Jesus.

I hope, as you read this
Ruth Pinkerton
newsletter, you are encouraged
by the variety and vibrancy of
ministry that your support makes possible. I know
I have been encouraged by collecting these stories!
Nevertheless, we have had some difficult times in the
last term and we could not let this newsletter go out
without acknowledging with sadness the untimely
death of Leith Cowley. We equally could not fail to
celebrate his life – a life well lived! Leith was such a big
part of the life and work of SU that we have had a hard
time coming to terms with his absence.

PRAY for our chaplains as they show Jesus’ love to
students and school staff.
PRAY for the high-schoolers coming to our
Element Camp – that they experience the love of
Jesus more deeply than ever before.
PRAY for the upcoming SUPA
camp – for the team as they plan the program and
for the kids as they learn about how much God
loves them.

Leith Cowley served on the council of SU Tas for over
twelve years and was chair for ten. At a governance
level, his longevity and commitment made a huge
difference not just to SU Tas but also to the work of
SU across Australia. Leith’s long service meant that he
carried the organisational history in ways that helped
unpack the past and pave the way to the future.
But Leith was by no means just a committee man.
His commitment to young people manifested in
a commitment to camping ministry. Leith knew
the power of a temporary Christian community so
he served on at least two camps each year. To see
Leith draw alongside the youngsters at camp and
create meaningful relationships with them was an
inspiration. His speciality was getting alongside the
lads during practical activities. Of course, he also
worked tirelessly before camp to create the decorations
that set up the theme and framed the atmosphere of
all the camps he led with his wife, Jenny.
We praise God for Leith’s life of service and we pray
especially for the Cowley family as they and we grieve
his loss. May the knowledge of the resurrection bring
hope and comfort to all who have been parted from
loved ones. This is the ultimate “Hope for the Future”
that SU Tas seeks to bring.
Sincerely,

Ruth Pinkerton
SU Tas CEO

Leith
Cowley
1948-2015

Q &A
with Ruth & Patsy

Patsy

Patsy has been helping
SU in all kinds of ways
for many years and we
recently asked her a
few questions about her
journey with SU.

RUTH: How and when did you get involved with SU?
PATSY I was asked by a staff member to come and help
in the office about 30 years ago. I didn’t know much
about SU then but I thought it would be a good way to
find out.
R: And what did you find out?
PATSY I found out about SU camps, which have become
the focus of my support. I’ve tried to make it possible for
at least one kid to go to camp every year. I usually get in
touch with the camp director and find out how “my” kid
got on.
R: What impact have you seen your Team Support
accomplishing?
PATSY They have all had a great time and have been
supported to feel part of something no matter what their
circumstances. I remember one eight-year-old girl from
many years ago who discovered that she wasn’t alone
and that other families also struggled financially. It was a
turning point in her attitude to life.
R: What have you seen SU achieve through your
support?
PATSY I really think churches would have much more
limited outreach options if SU did not exist. SU can
bring together lots of small inputs from churches and
individuals and turn them into something much bigger
and more effective. They are also good at finding the right
resources even if they don’t have them themselves.

