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SCHOOLS
SUNDAY
churches celebrating and supporting local schools

SUNDAY 20 MARCH 2022



Schools Sunday provides an annual 
opportunity for churches to pray for 
and support young people and the 
local school community at the start 
of a new school year. We seek to 
encourage Christian students and 
staff in their daily life at school.

This year on Schools Sunday we 
encourage you to plan a specific 
Sunday focus on schools. If the 
date, 20 March 2022 is unsuitable 
for your church calendar, choose 
another day, early in the school year, 
that works better for you. 

Schools Sunday is an excellent way 
to encourage Christian students and 
school staff members to remember 
that God is not confined to church, 
but goes with them to school. 

This resource is full of ideas for 
either a complete intergenerational 
Sunday service or a short segment 
within a regular service. Use what 
will best suit your congregation and 
your situation. Message and prayer 
ideas and activities are included.

… an annual 
opportunity to 
pray for and 
support young 
people at school
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SERVICE IDEAS 
ON THE DAY
• Find out which schools are represented by people in your congregation (children, 

grandchildren, staff) and make a list on a whiteboard.
• Break the ice by asking what people’s favourite class was/is, one  

favourite project when at school/currently, talk about their favourite  
teacher and why.

SINGING
• Invite your school choir to present several items.
• Ask your Children’s Ministry group and/or youth group to present an item/s.
• Revive some old Sunday School songs.

BIBLE READING
Luke 13:1-9 (see message ideas on pages 5–6)
• Invite teens or children to read the Bible.
• Dramatise the reading with different people reading the four different parts: Narrator, 

Jesus, Man, Gardener.

USING TESTIMONY
• Invite someone who is actively involved in a school to share a ministry story (chaplain, 

lunchtime Christian club leader, Christian teacher, student leader).
• Invite a school chaplain to bring a message and share about their work in the school.  Or 

you might like to interview them instead.
• Invite a school volunteer or a parent helper to share briefly about their role in the school.
• Invite a young person to share a personal story of their friendship with Jesus. How were 

they welcomed into that friendship and/or their church?

FELLOWSHIP TIME
• Share a morning tea or fellowship lunch after the service to help make the day more 

special.
• If you have invited your principal, chaplain or school choir use this time to connect with 

them.

OFFERING
• Take up a special offering that will go toward your local ecumenical schools work, local 

chaplain or an organisation that works in schools.
• Invite children or teens to take up the offering and lead offering prayers.
• Take an offering and support an aid organisation working with children

USE SOME OF THESE IDEAS TO 
PLAN YOUR OWN SCHOOLS 
SUNDAY SERVICE.
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PRAYER IDEAS
WHAT TO PRAY
Invite a chaplain or people from the congregation 
already working in schools to share prayer points 
for their school/s and pray for them. Invite children 
to write a prayer for their school and read these 
out on Schools Sunday.

HERE ARE SOME WAYS TO 
PRAY FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS 
IN YOUR CHURCH’S DISTRICT, 
TOWN OR SUBURB AND THE 
YOUNG PEOPLE IN YOUR 
CONGREGATION WHO ATTEND 
THERE.

HOW TO PRAY
• Invite the children to lead prayers or invite members of the congregation 

representing different age groups to lead prayers.
• Invite to the front those who work or volunteer in schools, lay hands on them and 

pray for them.
• Invite the congregation to list prayer points for schools/education then form small 

groups and spend some time praying through the different topics.
• Give different members of the congregation one of the topics below asking them to 

write a prayer to pray on Schools Sunday.

STUDENTS
• Beginning school for the first time
• Starting at a new school
• Experiencing learning or relationship 

difficulties
• Student leaders and Christian 

students

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

• Federal Minister for Education
• State Ministers for Education
• Departmental staff, curriculum and 

policy makers
• National Schools Chaplaincy Program

SCHOOL STAFF
• In your congregation
• Principals and teachers
• Support and administration staff

FAMILIES
• Wise parenting
• Christian families
• Those experiencing relationship 

difficulties
• Those serving the school as volunteers
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WELCOME
Read Psalm 63:1-8
David’s psalm reminds us that our powerful and glorious God will help and support us as we 
stay close to him.  We need to begin each day by eagerly seeking God’s presence. 

• Talk about beginning new things
• Going to a new school
• Starting a new school year with a different teacher and classmates
• Moving to a new home
• Starting a new job
• Welcoming a new family member

Invite some to share about these new beginnings.

ACTIVITY IN SMALL GROUPS
Gather in small groups or family groups.  Make sure that the children are included.  Invite 
each person to name something new that is happening or likely to happen in their lives.  Take 
turns to toss a coin.  
• Heads – name one thing that you are looking forward to with the change (or what makes 

you happy?)
• Tails – name one thing about the change that you will have to leave behind (or what 

makes you sad/mad?)

Read  Psalm 63:8 again.  
Pray:  Give praise and thanks that God is always with us.  
 Give thanks also that family and friends are there to support us through change.

BEGIN AGAIN AND AGAIN AND ...

MESSAGE OUTLINE

USE THIS OUTLINE AS A 
BASIS FOR A MESSAGE. 
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MESSAGE OUTLINE 

TURN BACK AND BEGIN
Talk about (or preferably show a segment of) the Bluey cartoon episode Born Yesterday.  The 
Dad, Bandit, plays a game with his daughters, Bluey and Bingo, in which he pretends that he was 
born yesterday and so discovers everyday things and situations anew.

Questions:
• Which parts of the video made you laugh?  
• Could you imagine playing this game with a child?  What situations might you discover anew?
• What do you think it would be like to be born yesterday and see things and situations in a 

new way?  What might be refreshing about it?  What might be difficult?
• Why do you think Bandit was inspecting a leaf even when the ‘Born Yesterday’ game had ended?

BIBLE READING
Luke 13:1-9 Use one of the suggestions from page 3.

This passage is not so much about why bad things happen to good people but more about 
starting afresh with God so that we can produce good fruit.

Consider and expand on the following.  Or discuss in small groups and share.

• What does it mean to ‘turn back’ to God?
• What do you understand of Jesus’ statement that those who do not turn back will die?
• What does the suggestion of the gardener, to give the tree another year to bear fruit, tell 

us about God (if anything)?
• How does the fig tree story illustrate new beginnings?
• What might a life with new beginnings be like, seeing or experiencing things in a new way?
• How could you make time for this in your life?
• Who is the gardener in your life, nurturing and making space for you to grow?

REPENT AND TURN BACK
Either in small groups or as a large group, talk about what it means to repent (to turn back, begin afresh).  

BIBLE READING
Matthew 4:17

Both John the Baptist (Mark 1:15) and Jesus called on the people to turn back to God.

Consider and expand on the following.  Or discuss in small groups and share.

• What examples of repentance do we find in the Bible?
• What does repentance look like?
• What is the role of the Holy Spirit in repenting?
• How do we move from repenting to turning back to God (or are they the same thing)?
• How do you understand the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ that Jesus talks about?
• What role (if any) do we have in bringing about the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’?
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PRAYER
We suggest that representatives of the church family are involved in these and 
invited to take part beforehand.

SCHOOL STUDENT
Lord God, we thank you for our schools. Thank you for all the teachers, the school staff, 
every student and family who belong to our schools. Thank you that schools are where we 
can learn and develop to our full potential, becoming the best we can be. Thank you that 
we go back to school with you, Lord God, for you are always with us.  Keep us safe and 
help us to be aware of your presence -– in the classroom, in the play-ground, wherever we 
go. Help us to put you first and do what you would want us to do.

PARENT/GRANDPARENT
Thank you, Lord, for every Christian who is part of a local school – students, teachers, 
parents, helpers, volunteers who encourage, support and enrich the school life. As a 
church we pray that each Christian will share your love where you have placed them. Help 
all of us to encourage, support, value and pray for our schools. Bring your influence to bear 
in the education and nurture of our children and young people. Lead schools to be places 
of positive learning. We pray for the school leadership and management, that you will 
bless them with wisdom, integrity and vision. Protect and guide our school chaplains in 
(name your local schools where chaplains are employed).

YOUNG PERSON
Lord, we ask you to help Christian students and staff to live out their faith day by day in 
their school community, and that their words, thoughts and actions will point to you.  
May the truth and reality of you and your ways be evident in the lives of your people. Help 
us, as students, to work hard, give our best to learning and to be a positive influence on 
school life. Help us, as your children, to give our minds, hearts and wills to you. Thank you 
for everyone who encourages, strengthens and challenges us to live for you. Most of all, 
thank you that you sent your son Jesus as Saviour of the world to live, die on the cross, 
and rise from the dead. Thank you that your Holy Spirit is with us each day, giving us your 
peace and your power. Thank you for your promise to watch over us each day, wherever 
we are: in school, at work, at home, with friends and family, when we are on our own.

USE THE PRAYERS BELOW AS A GUIDE FOR 
INTEGRATING INTO YOUR CHURCH SERVICE.

SCHOOLS SUNDAY 2022 | P7

“ . . .  in the shadow of  
your wings I will sing  
for joy. My soul clings 
to you; your right hand 
upholds me.”   PS 63:7-8



SCHOOLS
SUNDAY

Schools Sunday is initiated by SU Australia (Tasmania Region).

SU Australia’s vision is that every child, young person and family 

in Australia has opportunities of transforming experiences with 

Jesus and a lifelong joumey of discipleship and service. To find 

out more about SU’s ministry please contact us below.

SU Australia - Hobart Office

23 Clarence St, Bellerive TAS 7018

(03) 6244 8422

su@sutas.org.au


